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- Congress of the Wnileh States
FHouse of Representatives

Washington, 2. €.
24 Octcber 1963 - . - i

Honorable Robert Kennedy
The Attorney General
Department of Justice
Wwashington 2S5, D, C,

Dear Mr, Attorney Generals ‘ .

My attention has been directed to a recent accusation by

Governor George Wallace of Alabama to the effect that the

Department of Justice furnished Martin Luther King, Jr.,

at taxpayer's expense, an automobile for his use vhile in %
Alabama earlier this month, a

It is my understanding that you have denied this allegation, - -
In the Congressional Record of October 22 on pages A6568

and A6569, the attached insertion appeared, It sets forth

in detail the make of automobile, the license number, the

number of a charge card issued to the Civil Rights Divigion

of the Justice Department and other data purporting to show
that, indeed, the Department did so furnish this trangportation
at taxpayer's expense, ‘ .

In view of this additional and specific information, I would
like to know if your denial still stands or if there is some
mitigating explanation the Department has not statad, This
information is requested so I may reply to a number of inquiries
I have had on this subject and your earliest attention to

a response is respectfully urged,

ineofoly yours,




718 November 1963

Bonorable George Huddlestom, Jz.

Membexr of Congress .
United Etates Eouse oOf Representatives

“.bmm. D. CQ

Dear Congressmans

The Attorney General has_asked me to reply
to your lstter of 7 Movember concerning use wy
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jx., of an automobile rented
by a lawyer employed by the Department of Justice.

It is of course contrary to the Departasnt
regulations for any automobile rented by a Cepartment

employee to be used for any purpose other than official &
business. Accordingly, what happened wvas contrary to <F
such regulations. ,f'

1 Uafortunately, instead of admitting his mistake,
: the lswyer involved denied having lent the car to anyona. 2
All objective checks of his story were consistent with _
it. You will recall, for example, that the €irst reports »
from state and local officiais were to the effect that
Department of Justice employees had driven or. King g
all around the State ofAlabama, it coulé e
objectively ascertained, and was, that the lawyer in-
~ volved never left Birmingham, and that, contrary to
charges at the tims, RO car gented by the Lepartment
3 could conceivably have been used to transport Cr. King
fzom Selms to Noatgomery.

Aco‘orduqu. the Department official denied
the charges in good faith, . _
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: On the night of November 5, the lawyer involved
voluntarily admitted that he had not given the
Department the true facts. Without this adnission it
would not have been known. As soon as possible after
the admigsion was made, the Department publicly
acknowledged its error and expressed its regret.

Aside from this occasion, for which the Department
is being reimbursed the total cost of approximatsly
$§16.00, I know of no occasion on which any agent of
the Departmenf of Justice, through the use or loan of
a vehicle or otherwise, went beyond his official duties
in enforcing laws which the Congress has given the
Department of Justice responsibility to enforxce.

1 regret very much that ocur prior letter to
you was in part erroneous and based on misinformation.

Very. truly yours,

BURKE MARSEALL
Assistant Pttorney General
Civil Rights Division
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7 November 1963  +

—

Honorable Joe D, VWasggoner, Jr,
Member of Congress
United States House of Representetives
Washington, D. C, '

e
Il -

Dear Cougtels-aazy

The Atterngy General hss asked we to
zeply to youz letter of 24 Octoder coucerning
feporss that vehicles reated by the Uepastnent
of Justice were used to trasnsport Reverend
kartin Luther Xing, Jr., around Alobens, Yes-
terday the Department issued an additionmal
public statement on this matter, siuce s prior - - —
statement had been based, in part, on misinformse :
tion, and was, accosdingly, id pert, inaccurste.
I hope that it will amsvwer your inquiry,

Yery truly yourss,

Burke rarshall
Civil Righw Division
Assistant Attorney General
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29 November 1963

Honorable John Sparkman
United States Senate

¥Washington, D. €.~ - —
Dear Senators

The Attorney General has asked me to zeply
to your letter of November 18, which concerns wee by ,
Dr. Martin Luther King, jr., of an automobile rented o
by a lawyer eumployed by the Department of Justioce. B

It is of course contrary to the Depaztaast
regulations for any autcmcbile rented by a Departmsst
employes to be used for any purpose other than efficial
business. Accordingly, what happened was contrery to
such regulations. :

: Unfortunately, instead of admitting his mistake,
lawyer involved denied having lent the car Tto amyone. i

All cbjective checks of his story were consistant with - - —F
it. You will recall, for example, that the fTirst reports
from state and local officials were to the eIfect that
Department of Justice employees had driven Dr. Kimg

all around the State of Alabama. It could be

abjectively ascertained, and was, that the lumyet
involved never left Birmingham, and that, contrexy <o
charges at the time, no car rented by the Degartmemt

could moimxymmwuw&.nu
from Selma to Kontgaomery.

Accordingly, the Department officislly denied
the charges im good faith. : ; L
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On the nicht of Ncverker 5, the lawyer involved
voluntarily admitted that he TLad nct given e Leparctnent
the wrue facts., Without this ac.issicn it weuld
not have lLeen kncwn, 2s socn as jx.#8irle alter the
adrissicn was aacde, the Lepajuscnt pul licly & nowledged
its error =nd expressed its regret. T

lLccordingly, your request for an c:mression of
reyret seens inappropriate, ) ’

Very truly yours,

. = S o - S
EURKE MAASHALL
Assistant iticracy General
Civil Ricl.ts -ivision
\
. *
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13 November 1963

Jerome C. Ables, Esquire

Attorney at Law /

Post Office Box 309

South Pittsburg, Tennessee — - - - — - . .

Dear Mr. Ables:

The Attorney General has asked me to reply
to your letter of November 7 concerning use by
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., of an automobile
rented by a lawyer employed by the Department

It is of course contrary to the Department
regulations for any automobile rented by a Department
employes to be used for any purpose other than official
business. Accordingly, what happened was contrary to
such regulations.

: Unfortunately, instead of admitting his mistake,
the lawyer involved denied having lent the car to
anyone. All objective checks of his stoxry were consistent
with it. You will recall, for example, that the first

“reports from state and local officials were to the effect

that Despartment of Justice employees had drivea Dr. King
all arcund the State of Alabama. It could be

objectively ascertained, and was, that the lawyer involved
never left Birmincham, and that, ocontxary to charges

at the time, nooumtodbythonop-mtmld
conoeivably have been used to transport Dr. King from
Selma to Montgomery. - :

Accordingly, the Wt officially denied
the charges in good faith,
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On the night of November 5, the lawyer involved
voluntarily admitted that he had not given the Depmt
the true facts. Without this admission it would

not have been known. As soon as possible after the

admission was made, the D-partment publicly acknowledged
its error and expressed its regret.

We will make every effort to prevent any
other such incidents. No car can be rented in the
future vithout my personal approval.

-Very truly yours,

Burke Marshall
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division




(e

5ll$. CAR f"”"’ knupoc:\,, _—

FIRREL 3585 48

‘erfeteria since Ne Caldalgn e
:an 2 week ago

Sumter, 8.C, — The Scutt
I .’llSl‘ICG Deportment '('am.mn Asuumon of Ciizens 5

Coaniils yesterday proposed a-

! Adﬂ“ts C'lcrgc Tmo teterencum to deteraine if <tate-
R wned parks, closed te avii | e

, es‘gﬂctlaﬂ Resu',‘ <egrepation, shogld bLe renj.r o

New Havem, (o, — E 'ward e
m‘:‘z" (II,JP.& - E. Krickhaus, an assi-ar oy
‘mem-rentned :' i fessor of psychologs at Yae.
‘m to Ne l;d” mh last wis  arrested  Lesterday o and
tin Luther Kﬁ’: stirred Mar charged with helping vrgaemze o
‘ & polit- weekend racial pretest here

ashington wiich resuited in 0 senffo be
"!q”mw,m Department tuwewts pickels ami judine.
ceded Wednesday that King me-| 2. Tema. — 2 Trewp--
'tored from Birmingham to am|”' Vanderhilt studenats deppard
ille‘nuon rally st Selma, Als., ed that the operitor o’ a st
'Ocl 15 in a car that had been Campus  restatrant  descelregal

3

rented by a Justice employe. (Mis facilities.
department said it had| Moblle, Ala. — Commuconer

SR

'demed m:aruer that King

Charles 8. Trimniler asid he will !
goverrment car

ﬁyhall(-nge 4n excoative onder s-
| Ne-l sted by Police  Commissione: 5
) Theiton Henderson, had Hed bcmgc MoNalty remqiring o,
‘ Hen-
been
et

iin » report to Washington. rights pickets to be hngc’pnm- ‘
derson’s resignation has ied and photographed. !
accepted because of the Taflahamsres ~— The NAACK
dent, s spokesman said. ffiled a pettion with the Fiopad !
THREATS CLAIMED 1Supreme  Court secking release §

of four youngsters keld in a St 3

o But ‘{:‘e"“;:ﬁ'um ! Augustine Jall since their arrest )
“for department’s supplying ‘st a sit-in July 23, E]
him tra tion becsuse - .
of the 'numerous threats made 3
on his life while in Alabama. H
At Seima, Dallag County Sher- i
iff Jumes G. Clark Jr., whe
[drst noticed King's use of the 1
[automobiie, charged that Hem- 1
iderson was being made “the of-| i
ficial scapegoat. 3
Clark said the department’s :

-




- JEROME C. ABLES

- ATTORNEY AT LAW
P, 0. BOX 300
v prrreBie.

A~

T November 7, 1963
Honorable Robert F. Kennedy

CC - Honorable Burke Marshall
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division |
United States Department of Justice
Washington, D. C. .
Honorable Richard Wasserstrom
Attorney
Civil Rights Division

United States Department of Justice

Washington, D. C.

Honorable George C. Wallace
Governor of Alsbama
Montgomery, Alabama

Honorable Bill Brock *
Member of Congress
Washington, D, C.

Honorable Barry Goldwater
Member of Congress
Washington, D, C.

Honorable John F. Kennedy
President of the United States

washington, D. C.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 30530 |
7
Py

-7747 *

Mz, Jerome C. Ables
Attorney At Law

P, O. Box 309

South Pittsburg, Temm,

Dear Nr. Abless :

This will acknowledge recelpt of your receat
communication to the Attorney General concerxning
reports that vehicles leased by the Department of
Justice were used to transpozt Reverend Martia
Luther Xing, Jr., azound Alsdama,

As we have said ia a statement issued on the
18th of October, neither the automobiles mentioned
in the report, nor sny ether car rented by the-
Departmént of Justice, was used to transpert Reverend
King as stated in the reports. Any efferts to ascer-
tain the truth would have revealed these facts.

Siscerely,
BURKE NARSHALL

liolot-nt Attorney General
Civil Rights Divisiea

By ' .
: ' RICEARD WASSERSTRON
- B Attozaey
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PHONE 8376508
ATTORNEY AT LAW
». 0. 8OX 309 .

November 7, 1%3»‘

Honorable Robert ¥, Kemnedy ‘
o Attorney General ’ . .
- U. §. Department of Justice k-
1‘"-: ) w‘ﬁm. D. c.

Dear Attorney Genersls

_::_ 1 wrote to you sometime in the past the loaning of
o cars donsted by the Justice Department . Martin Luther

s King, Jr. On this date I received a r a Richard Wasserstrom
. an sttorney there in the Justice Departmen te on behalf of

Mr. Burke Marshall, This was s
{t came out in the Chattanooga
Free-Press this afternoon
.losning of a car for the Rev. Me
of this, one of your colored a

harp and nssty letter. Also

s morning and the Chattanocogs
e Department sdmits the

ther King, Jr, and as a result

S s, Thelton Henderson is now
. resigning because he 1
’ I sam herewi for your information s thermofax
copy of the letter £ your Mr, Wasserstrom, as wvell as s therwofax 4
. copy of the :pape( clipping /published on this date, Novezber 7, 1963}
SRR By these reports_the Jugtice rtoent is putting in jeopardy the :
i reputation ¥Bl a “reputation of the Justice Department,
e I am very ¢ ly protesting this and I certainly would sppreciate
e some reply\' this. () :
Very truly yours, £

g it B0




Honorable Robert F. Kennedy i Page I1

CC - Honorsble Burks Msrshell

JEROME C. ABLES
- ATTORNEY AT LAW
. ».0.s0x 300

November 7, 1963

Agsistant Attomey Ceneral
Civil Rights Division
United States Department of Justice

Washington, D, C,

Honorable Richard Wasserstrom
Attorney

Civil Rights Pivision

United States Departnent of
Washington, B, C,

(4

Honorable George C. Wal
Governor of Alsbama
Montgomery, Alabame

Honorable Bill B
Member of Congr
Washington, D,
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Reports were pubiisked im Alalama et month that astoe
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Eftmingbam t0 'e.®m» Or fral 3e *me 0 ManTgOMEry.

¥o cxr rented ty the DopnItment vaé used to “rive Feversnd
Ximg from Falma to Montgraery. !o\;écr. & cpxr rentad by ths
repartmont rad Teing ves’ Ty a Dsprrimunt lzeyer whs ioasd te

® private citi:em wvhnd sulesequant'y Jrove Reverend Xiag from

Blraiaghmm ¢to S8oime om O=ztober .S,

Tarimg that timse. the attormry. “helvon Exnfezecn, ramsiged -

in Birsingham. Wovertheless, the 2se cf tha car for zmefficial

’

tusiness was contrary to Cepsrtmen® of Justice regquistions. It

was also comtrary to 2 statemcat wh:ich Mi\ Hia’ersos origimelly

gave to the Dejartmemt of Justice. Mr. Hanfcrsom cén@ tovesl

legt might am? voluntpriiy gave & ccrvect pccoumnt of vhet

cecerzed. NMe hasg sadmittod hig rusignation to the Iajsrtsont

s’ .it hee bean amy_toa. | -
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October 29, 1963

Honorable Yillism ¥. Thetford . T
Circuit Solicitor

Fifteenth Judicial Circuit of Alademm
County Court House -

Montgomery, ilatemm 108

Dear ¥r. Thetfords ' .

This vill acknovledge receipt of your letter of yesterday,
in vhich you state, in effect, that you will present to the
Montgomery County Crend Jury wvhich reets in Eovember, the claim
pade by Covernor ¥allace that certain unspecified persons vere
furnished transportation bty one or more umnaned persons allegedly
connected with the Department of Justice of the United States,

Your letter also states that “"there is no violation of
State lav involved.”

I also vish to thank you for your offer to preseat to

that Grapd Jury any vitnesses thet the Department of Justice might
bave vho are availabtle to testify.

sw.

‘ United States Attorney




OFFICK. OF THE SOLICITOR
| FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT CF ALABAMA

COUNTY COURT MOVSL
MOIHTGOMERY 4. ALAB ' MA -

WilisAm ¥ i;l(m SeLIC TR . 0ctober 28. 19‘3

T ————————
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Honorable Ben Hardeman

U. S. District Attorney , eiire

Post Office Building UNITED SL:T;E;s:;T:ORth €Y
WMIDD

Montgomery, Alabama OF ALABAMA

LCear Mr, Hardemang

The Governor of Alabama has charged that the
Civil Rights Division of the United States Departsent
of Justice hae been furnishing transportation for
racial agitators in Alsbama, This charge has been
denggg by the Department of Justice.

While there is no violation of State law
involved, I am submitting such evidence as may be
available to our November Grand Jury as a matter of public
interest. It is our desire to conduct a cospletely
fair and impsrtial investigation in this watter, Should
the Justice Department have witnesaes available to testify,
I will be glad to bring them before the Grand Jury.

Youre very truly,

-

yal .
///7 / ) W
%ﬁf{ﬁ"r . 'rr'{'z{?ﬁrfn"'

WFT/bbj




Q
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

MIDDLE DISTRICT OF ALABANA ?
MONTGOMERY, ALA. 36101

October 29, 1963

9.

AIR MA

PERSAL . OFFICIAL BUSINESS -
OT TO BE OPESED IN MA :

~ Honorable Burke Marshall

Assistant Attorney General *

Civil Rights Division Room 1145 ,‘
Department of Justice
Washington, D, C. 20530 -

Dear Mr. Marshalls:

In accordance with our long distance telephone conversa-
tion of today, I am enclosing two copies of a letter dated Octoder
28, 1963, from Mr. William F. Thetford, Circuit Solicitor, Fifteenth
Judicial Circuit of Alabama, and two copies of my reply to him dated
today. . .

1 send you my personal regards.

_Sincerely, .

United States Attorney

Enclosures-




';\: ' Eoveaber 4, 1963

Honorable ¥illiam ¥. Thetford

solicitor '
Pifteenth Judicial Circuit of Alabamm

County Court Boase | o
Montgomery 4, Alabesm : A

Dear Mr., Thetford:

Mr. Bardeman has forwvarded to me your letter of
October 22, im which you state that you are sutaitting
evidence to the November Grand Jury "as & matter ot

b S R i
P i e SRR ¥ ke I iR

public iaterest” relating to charges concerning the
use of automobiles rented by Department of Justice -

Your letter states that no violation of state
law {s involved.

. In view of this fact, X A:o no point ia furnisgh-
ing witnesses to testify in a Secret proceeding ca a
matter acmittedly beyond the scope of the Grand Jury's
legitimate inquiry. %he factg on this matter have besea A
given to the public through a statemeat issued by the . g
Department on October 1&, 1963, : -

For your intomuoo I enclose 3 copy of the state-

asnt.
Very truly yours,
Eaclosure
ecs Fon. Ben Hardeman ' BURKE MARSNALL
U, 8. Attorney Assistaat Attorney Gemeral

Civil 2igats Divisiss
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i: AIR MAIL - SPECIAL DELIVERY : 1
¥ - Bonorable David W. Crosslaad
| Solicitor . : o
i rifteenth Judicial Circuit of Alabama , -
i County Courthocuse
¥ Montgomery 4, Aladbama

Dear Mr, Croonlanda

.~ On novubor 4 I wrote to Mr. Thetford enclosing
A‘copy of a statement relating to certain charges
concerning the use of automobiles remted by Dspartment
of Justice lawyers., The statement set forth what b ¢
then believed to be tho facts on the -tm.

.

Last night it was éiscovered that the statsment
was inaccurate in paxt., We took steps immediately to -
make public our error, 'F

roryourutomtioa. I enclose a copy of the
statement made by the Department to clear up the matter
entirely. As the statement notes, ths Department regrets
that its previous statemsat was based im part on mis-
information and was accordingly inm part erromecus.

- I asked iizr. Hardeman to convey this informatioa to
you by telephome this afterncon sc that you would be
awvare of it as soom as possible.
. Very truly yours, -
" BURKE MAREEALL -
Assistant Attormey Gemeral -
g . ‘ Civil Rights Divisiom '
ees Homorsble Dem Nardemsm -

United States Attarmey




21 Novembar 1963 - s

Honorable Mortimer Caplan :
Commissioner 4 ‘ . . . -
Internal Revenue Service

Washington, D. C.

Daar Mr. Commissioners »
—~

Wa have a proceeding in the Southern .
District of Alabama under §1971(b) of Title 42
in vhich intimidation of voter registration
workers is charged against, among others, the
Dallas County Citizens®' Council., If this
organization has applied for or obtained an .
exemption ruling, I would appreciate having access
to the file in connection with the preparation of
the case. °

.

Very truly yours,

- ——— Ll

BURKE MARSHALL
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division




21 Bovember 1963

MEMORANDUM FOR MITCHELL ROGOVIE
S

Thanks very much; your promptness
1§ appreciated. | This is Dallas County,

Texas, however, and as such, does not

quite £ill the bill for Dallas County,

Alabama. Can you be of any help
with respect to Dallas County, Alabama?

Attachment - IRS file
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The recent trip of M. L . King Jr. fromﬂat;/tﬁminam ' .

rented by Justice has attracted much publicity. There has beea
speculation that a violation of Fed, Statutes may have occuréd with
respect to the unauthorized§use of the vehicle, or in connection with
statements resulting in initjal denials by the Dept. that the vehicle had
been used for this purpose, .

In view of the great pub. interest in thi 1_8 matter, some members of
the Grand Jury have inquired whether or not a gi@x Fed, GIT Jury
should investigate possible Fed. law violations. -
The Dept. of Justice has assured the court that all aspects of this Jom tter
have been, or are being, investigated; that it does not presently believe
there is evidentce of Fed. eriminal violations; and that it is happy to ;
pProvide the Grand Jury with all of the facts and eiidence in itg possession
surrounding this incident whether or not any violation of law may have

e ———
(=}

~ I'believe it would be inthe publ, interest to present thege Hacts and
all revelent testimony to the Gread Jury as the first order of bus, at its
next session. This will be done. _Sinll-

‘ : Statement for Judge Algood -- the next session of G. Jury is Feb. 10 —
If he approves , you will try it on $rudge

1 Macon Weaver
Birgham, -

.
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- - NOV 26 1963 5
Honorable John Sparkman
Mingtm D. €, ,:

The Attoxney General has asked me to
Teply to your telegram regarding the proposed visit k-
of the Dallas County grand jury to Waahinqtcn The -
visit has now been postponed. ; .
I an enclosing copies of the exchange
of telegrams I have had with officials of Dellas - 2
County and the grand jury on this matter. I believe -
they are self-explanatory. We are anxious to have
access to all information in the possession of
members of the grand jury relating to the very serious
charges made against unnamed Department officials, and
to cooperate with them ascitigzens. If the charges are
varranted by the facts, the Department will take
vhatever action is approfriate.
1 appreciate your interest in this matter.
. Vexry truly yours,

-

BURKE MARSHALL
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Divisioan
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. DEPARTMERT OF JUSTICE AChos, J
Civil Rights Division 0. o

daqung

CLASSHIC Aty

ACCOMIING CLASSFICATION ] . ] wau - [ vomx

-390

Tris BLOCK AOR USE OF COMMUNKKATONS Uil

STANDARD SO%M 14 Rfv mallw 13, 1037
glmmuu-m . J GSA BEGURATION }1.203 04

TELEGRAPHIC MESSAGE

OMICIAL BUSINESS
V. $. GOVERNMENT

MESSAGE TO BE TRANSMITTED (Use double spacing and el capitel letiers)

THIS COL. FOR AGENCY USE

THIS IS TO NOTIPY YOU THAT ON TUESDAY MORNING,

NOVEMBER 12, THE UNITED STATES WILL FILE A COMPLAINT

L ]

AND SEiK A TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER AGAINST

BLANCHARD H;LBOD, HENRY REESE, JAMES G. CLARKE, JK.
JAMES HARE, M. H., HOUSTON, ROBERT D. WILKINSON, JR.,
IN THE UNITED STAT;S DISTRICT COURT‘POR THE SOUTHERN
DISTRICT OF ALABAMA,‘NORTHBRN DIVISION IN MOBILBE.

THE UNITED STATES WILL SEEK AN APPOINTMENT WITH JUDGE

START MESSAGE ADDRESS MERE

THOMAS AT 9:30 A.M. OR AS SOON THEREAFTER AS IT CAN
BE HEARD, TO PRESENT THE APPLICATION FOR A TEMPORARY
RESTRAINING ORDER TO THE HONORABLE DANIEL H. THOMAS,
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE SOUTHERN DIS-
TRICT OF ALABAMA. YOU ARE INVITED TO BE PRESENT.

IN THE EVENT SAID APPLchrron SHOULD BR DENIED, THE
UNITED STATES INTENDS TO APPEAL PROMPTLY TO THE U.S.
.counr OF APPEALS FOR THE FIFTH CIRCUIT IN NEW ORLEANS
COPIES OF THE GOVERNMENT'S PAPERS WILL BE AVAILABLE
AT THBE U.S. ATTORNEY'S OFFICE IN MOBILE AT 9 A.M.

TUESDAY MORNING. .
BURKE MARSHALL

00 NOT TYPE MESSAGE SEYOND Tiis LG

o Gamameiee

Assistant ATTORNEY GENER
Civil Rights Division

MMGE NO.

" [ NAME AND TITLE OF ORIGINATOR (Type) ORIGINATOR'S TRL. NO. DATE AND TUAE PREPARED

BURKE MARSHALL RE 7-8200

1 eersify that this g¢ i ofciol busi

» is not persgnol, and is'in the interest G -y
urle Ajf.\iuu .
BURKE MARS AP

S GOVERRNINT PRINTING OFFICE 1900 OF = 333000

‘Assistant Attorney General x 21351 SECURTY CLASSIRCATION

LSRR




: Telegraph Office — -~ — —¢ S 11711763

Burke Marshall ) ‘

Assistant Attorney General ’ .
Civil Rights Divisioa :

Please send the attached telegram te the fozlovlni

persons, at the foilovthg addressess - - -7

Honorable Gordoa Madison

Assistant Attorney General for the Stats
of Aladbama

State Capitol Building

Montgomery, Alabama

"Honorable Blanchazd Mcleod
Circuit Soliciter
Fourth Judicial Distriet off Alabans
Camden, Alabama

©
¢/o0 County Courthouse
Selma, Alabama

Honorable Henry Reese -
County Solicitor of Dallas County
Dallas County Courthouse .

Selma, Alabama

k.,



‘ 'u.nrrm STATES coanﬂ' ' 1QKTMENT OF JusTiCE

Memorandum &

TO : Tele‘taph Office M

Burke Intlhnll
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rigants Division

DATE: 11/11/63

SUBJECT:

Please send the attached telegram to the following

persons, at the following addresses:

Honorable Gordon Madison _ ' ' 3
Assistant Attorney General for the State ’ o
of Alabama

State Capitol Building
nontzo-eryg Alabama \"f’('*“‘—‘/ M&“w
Honornble Blanchasrd Mcleod

Circuit Solicitor ) 4 ) .
Pourth Judiciai District of Alabams - B

Calden,.Alabl-. 1P' /44$¢H: : - t ) 5;

or

¢/o County Cou:thoule
Selma, tltba.‘

Honorable Henry Reese T, : ;
County Solicitor of Dallass County . e
Dallas County Courthouse ' 3

Seima, Aladama { e : . 1 ’ 5 é,
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NHovember 14, 1963

STRAIGET VIRE-
EON, JAMSS EARE .
JULGL, FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUX® ~ .« - . _
LALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE

SELMA, ALAENA : ’\
AS YCU KIICW, THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE EAS NO CEOICE
EUT T0 CONTINUZE TO MAINTAIN AND DEFEND LONG ESTABLISHED
LECAL PRINCIPLES THAT STATE AND LOCAL IEVESTIGATIVE
AGENCIES DO NOT HAVE AUTHORITY 70 INQUIRE INTO THE
OFFICIAL CCNLUCT OF THE BUSINESS OF AGEBCIES OF THE

FEDZRAL GOVERII4ENT,

KO COUNTY GRAND JURY IS AN APPROPRIATE FORUM IN WHEICH
‘TO INVESTIGATE THZ CONDUCT OF BUSINESS OF ANY PEDERAL
AGINCY, ANY MORE THAN A FEDZRAL GRAND JURY WOULD BS
APPROPRIATZ TO INVESTIGATE THE OFFICIAL CONDUCT OF
STATE OFFICIALS IN THEIR BUSINESS WHERE ¥O VICIATION OF

FEDERAL LAW VAS IXNVOLVED,

‘RIS PRINCIPLE INVOLVES MAZNTAINING FEDESAL-STATE

LURKE MALSHALY, Asst, Atty. Gen. © 33/14/63
Civil Rights Divisiom - 2153

i
v
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RZLATION WHICH WILL ENDURE AND GOLS BEYCND THE ISSUES _ |
IN ANY PARTICULAR EPISODE. THE MATTER OF CONSTITUTIONAL '
FRINCIPLE HAS NOW BEEN REAFFIRMED BY THE U.S. COURT OF
APPEALS FCR THE FIFTH CIRCUIT. |

HOVEVER, I DO NOT WISH TO CONCEAL FROM THE DALLAS COUNTY
GIAND JURY CR ANYONE ELSE THE FACTS coxcznnn&c. THE UN-
AUTHCTIZED TRANSPCRTATION OF REVEREND MARTIN LUTHER KING,
JR., I AN AUTOMOBILE RENTED BY AN EMPLOYEE OF THE CIVIL B
RIGHTS DIVISICN, PARTICULARLY SINCE THE DEPARTMENT'S FIRST
PUBLIC STATEMENT ABOUT THIS INCIDENT WAS BASED IN PART ON
MISIFORLATION AND WAS, THEREFORE, ERRONEGUS,
ALTHCUGH THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICT HAS ALREADY MADE A
FULL PUBLIC STATEZMENT CORRECTING THE ERRCR, I AM WILLING. .
TO MAKE AVAILABLE TO A REFRESENTATIVE OF THE DALLAS - |
CCUNTY GRAND JURY ALL smauou:as OF THE cmx. RIGHTS

DIVISICN 'WPO HAVE KI\‘OWLEDGE O!' m rac'rs BUCH wwmm
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VOULD BE AVAILAELE IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FOR
QUECTIONING EY THE GRAND JURY'S REPRESENTATIVE BEFORE A
NOTRRY PUZLIC AND WOULD ASSKER QUESTIONS ASOTO ANY FACTS
IN THZIR POSSESSION CONCERNING m TRANSPORTATION COF
REVZREND KING IN AXY VEHICLES RENTED BY THE DEPARTMENT
OF JUSTICZ. | |

4
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' CONFIRMATION OF DELIVERY REQUESTED,
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LR SThCL VCL“5, To °ﬁ3T|Cl°A 1 STREET D&l fJTﬁAIIO:S
B e ...,.f- .- . ot Pl e o it e i e « ,om - - ¢ ‘
!l. PR M PR L:‘ L"‘ ? »‘-‘r. l:.&"jE L C?n’.n [N | e \.f“l!v ] lCl‘_ ,‘ r'O :‘.E‘-’ Oy

Cl?!L TICHTS BIVISHON, ACTED 1t AMY UAMER ”'"“l”“'lﬁ? I0

COUCTY?  Beo_

- .

T UEHCY OF L1I0RS 1R SELUA A
AL LEPANTIENT OF JUSTICE ATTORJICYS, CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISICH, . 1
| . e H .
PAITICIPATES 13 AuY LAIKER 1 FOLZATIAC RICTS, HGU RRECoIC”, 2 4
CIVIL SIS0 .ZMIENCE Ik SELVA MID DALLAS Courtves . {}

I AL CERTALN THE GRAKD JunY WILL ZE LCST I'TERESTED -
v TUE DEPARTUEZNT OF JUSTICE MAKIEG‘AVﬁILAJ' ALL RCCORDS;

oce ﬁnhdu.v, i.0TES, AHD EVI TENCES OF PA.“:JT OF FUItDS 1 DALLAS

CuU”T" Foit WHE PAST SIX HOHTHS. “E cair A SSURE YU THAT E TILL

“Z GLAD TO COOPERATE 43l ANY POSSI% SLE. LHPVEP IN THE PcEsfflesamEuT
(CF sCuE u-ASUPE OF RECTITUDE ARD CLEAW HAIDS AS TO THE BE ARTLEMIA
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HON. ROEERT KENNEDY  ° . IR
ATTORNEY GENERAL DEPARTUENT OF JUSTICE WASHINGTON DC -

YOU HAYE PUBLICLY OFFERED TG COOPERATE DY MAKING AVAILABLE |

| Tc THE DALLAS COUNTY GRAND JURY IR WASHINGTOON, D.C., WITHOUT . .=
RESTRICTION, TESTIMONY OF ATTORNEYS, DEPARTUENT OF JUSTICE,
'CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION, WITH REGARD TO THEIR ACTIVITIES IN SELMA, . ;

ALASAA, AND “ORE PARTICULARYLY: ° _ . . s 5f.'££»ll

1.MAYE ATTORKEYS, CIVIL RIGHTS DIvISIOM, OF THE DEPARTMENT BN §
GF JUSTICECONSCRTED WIT:, CONCEALED AND HARBORED KNOUN CRIMINALS e ”’
#4D TOPE ADICTS IN SELMA AND DALLAS CCUNTY? EUNEPR S
2. HAVE ATTORNEYS, cIviL RIGHTS DIVISION, OF THE DEPARTVENT .o -}‘:T. 3
oF uusrxcscc JUSTICE CONSORTED AND ASSOCIATED WIT4 ADITTED sex PERVERTS ';:;:;“
THILE SAID ATTORNEYS WZRE IN SELWA AND DALLAS COUNTY? - 3
3. HAVE ATTORKEYS, CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION, OF THE DEPARTMENT

¢

e e W . B A WAL 5 AR AL . I s AN, o S0 .10




s

GF JUSTICE HAD ANY PART 14 ENTICING CHILTREW AVAY FROM.SCHOOL
IRING SCHOCL HOURS TO PARTICIPATE Il STREET DELONSTRATIONS
IN DEFIAIICE OF LAW? .

4.HAVE UEPARTWENT OF JUSTICE ATTCRYEYS, CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISON

. » ACTED IN ANY WANNER COWTRIBUTING TC THE DELINQUENCY OF iINORS
1 SELLA AND DALLAS COUNTY? ‘ \

i 3. MAVE DEPARTUENT OF SUSTICE ATTORKEYS, CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION, |’

Lo AIDED, EriCOURAGED OR ABETTEW IN PROVCIIYG RIOTS, INSURRECTION,

© CR CIVIL DISOZEDIENCE 1N SELYA AWD DALLAS COUKTY?

: VE HAUE AR°AGED TRAMSPORTATION FOR THE DALLAS COURTY GRAND | .
¢ WKY.TO GASHINGTON NOKDAY 2 iGVELZER 1963, AND WE SHALL APPRECIATE .
YOUR i:a%0i AVAILABLE A KOTARY PUELIC TO SWEARIK ALL ¥ITNESSES.
YE REALIZE THIS IS A VATTER CF UTUOST IMPORTANCE TO THE STATE
AiD TO THE FEDERAL GOVEKNMENT, AN E WILL ADVISE AS TO TIME




Recrasard e -

AiD PLACE: : | 3
ROLERT D.WILKINSOX, JR
FOREMAN'OF THE DALLAS COUNTY GRAMD JURY | :

(20). , o : .
1145A EST NOV 18 63 L . B
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N / T CONFIRMATION REQUEST 17§
SI0RIOUT WIrE A
0, FLANCIARD MO LEOD ] ] 1k

CISECIIT SOLICTIOR

FOURR JUrIZTML TISTRICT OF ALRIAMA

~ %3 7OUK5Y COURTHOUSE

£3LA, ALAINGA

"TTIS WILL RCPLY 70 YOUR TELZSTAM I¥ FEISPORSE 7O MY
LLTIEAM OF NOVENESE 14th %0 JUDSE EATZ, 1IN MY TELE-

Cr2i I PROFCSED A MITHOT OF CIVING CIRECILY 70 A

PIPPTSCPTATIVE OF TFE SRANT JUFY THE FACTS CONCERYING £

YRZ UAUTEOTIZTD USE LY MARTIN LUTHYR KIS, JR., OF ’:;

AN AJ7OMOLTLI FRUTEC EY AN EMPLOYEZ OF THE CIVIL
RIGNTS DIVISION, ALTEOUCH TBIS? FACTS HAVE IEEX MATE.

PUTL1C IY TT2 LSPARTMTNT, YOUP TELEGIAN XOW STATES .

LT STZ CRASD JURY IS KO LONCTR ISTERESTED IX THAT

ISCIDINT, 12 TES CPFANC JUPY CHALCSS ITS MINT O THIS - 4

MAITER. I M STILL VILLING 70 FOLLOW THE PFOCELURE | i

EET 1‘0."1‘5 I8 MY TELTSFAM TO JUTSY HARE,

YOUR TILERRAM AND A SIMILAP OYE FPROM ROFPFT = —

w

FJPK2 MAFSHRLL, ASST, ATTY CEN, . 11/20/63 3
CIVIL RISETS CIVISIOR 2133 ' \/
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VILNIISON ¥AKE EXTRIMZLY GFAVE CHARTES ACAISST | |
RAPLOYEIS OP TIIS LIVISION, INCLUTINTG CONCEALING IOPE ‘
ATTICTS. CONSORTINI WITH SEX PESVERTS. CONTTIRUTING
TD TS ITLISNUINGY OF MINORE AND FOMENTINS INEURe
PTCTICT.  IT IS EARR SO FELIEVE TRESE CHARCES ARR
SLUYOUSLY INTZIWIET SINCE ¥O XAMZS. IATES OR OTHER

IPTSTIIYINTG TATA ARE GIVEN. AS YOO KNOW, I INMED=

IATYLY RLNJEETZL “HZ FELEPAL rmo or xm'ssnsauca
To r-:-r-z:ﬁ 1I¥Z WEAT FACTUAL :ASIS YOU UAVE POR MAKIRG
TIHETR CIARSES. I AM xsm'mn THAT YOU AXr NP,
WILXILSOY [IAVE REFUSDL TO PURNISE ANY INKFOPMATION TO

“NT TURIAT ON THR MATTER.

IF VITK OF TH% EXTOEMILY CRAVE MATUDE OF THE CHAPCES,
I CONTISUZ 70 FELIEVE TOAT WEATEVER INFORMATION YOU
S\;.ps.\ T TO SUTSTANIIATE THZM EROULD sa‘mz AVAILARLE
AS SOON AS POSSIILE £O THAT ON THE ONE HAND. THE

¢
)
f
g




. - - I e
| SSPRATHENT CAZ TART APPFOPPIATE ACTION IF TEE FACTS
L) ‘aﬂ" TEE CHAFPNTE, OR ON THE OTHET EAYD, TR
LAKSETS OF THIS rIVISION WILL NOT E® SUIJECTED 7O

PUTLIC ATUSE IP TEERE ARE EO FACTS 70 SUPPORT THE

CEARNTE,

Ir IT IS £TILL TRE ISTTZWTION OF THE GRAND JURY 70
QOMZ TO ASHIACTON I WILL BE GLAT TO MEET WITH THIN
I MY OITICT 70 LTATE WFRATIVTR FACTS YOU OF ANY MEMe
"S5 OF <ET JUTY HAS CONCEPEING THEGE CEARGES. I rO
XOT ¥YSELF PRTSENTLY IAVE ANY PACTS TBAT IN ANY WAY
SUPPORT ANY OF TES CHARGES MATZ IS YOUR TZLESRAN AS
7O ANY LAWYER IS THIS CIVISIOS OR ANYONE ELSE IN

-

THE TIPARTMENT, - -

MP. WILKINSOR's TFLENRAM MISSTATES TRE OFPEIR MATE
I MY TTLICRAM TO JUPCE FAFE. SO TOAT THSFE PR 8O

MTSUSTS-STANTISG ALOUT THAT, I AM SENCING HIN A
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DUPLICATZ OF TZIS TELEGRAM AND THE FOLLOVIKG FARA-

GRAPHS FROU MY TELEGRAM TO JUDGE HAREs

ZO COUNTY GRAND JURY IS AW APPROPRIATE FORUN IN
LIICH 7O IZVESTIGATE THE CONDUCT OF BUSINEZSS OF ANY
FSDIRAL AGENCY, ANY MORE THAR A PEDZRAL GRAND JURY
VOULD £ APPROPRIATE 70 INVESTIGATE THE CPFICIAL
CONDUCT OF STATE OFFICIALS IM THEIR EUSINESS WHERE

X0 VIOLATIGH OF FEDERAL LAW VAS INVOLVED,

FEIS PRISCIPLE INVOLVES MAINTAINING PECERAL-STATE
RELATIONCHIPS WHICH WILL mnaz AND GOES DEYOND THE
'ISSUZS IN ANY PARTICULAR EPISODE. THE MATTER OF
COSSTIIUTIONAL PRINCIPLE HAS NOW BEEZN REAFFIRMED

EY TEE U.S. COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE FIFTH CIRCUIT.
BOYIVZR, I DO NOT WISH TO CONCEAL PROM THE DALIAS

OULTY GRAND SURY OR ABYORE ELSE THE FACTS COBCERN:

IZG TES UEAUTHORIZED TRANSPORTATION OF REVEREND




JGETIN LUTZER KING, JR., IN AN AUTOMOBILE RENTED BY

3 TILOYZE OF THE CIVIL RIGETS DIVISION, PARTICU=
LAZLY SINCZ THS DEPARTMENT'S FIRST PUBLIC STATEMERT
AZOUT TIIS INCIDINT WAS DASED IN PART ON NISe
IGTORATICH AKD IAS, THEREPORE, ERRONEZOUS, ALTHOUGE
TES CITARTUENT OF JUSTICE EAS ALRZADY MADZ A PULL
PULLIC STATZMENT CORRECTISG THE ERROR, - AM WILLING
TO MAKE AVAILADLE TO A REPRESZNTATIVE CF ‘E DALLAS

CSTY GRAND JURY ALL EMPLOYZES OF TRE CIVIL RIGHTS

DIVISICY W0 EAVE KNSOYLEDGE OF THE FACTS. SUCH '
ZUPLOYZIS WOULD BE AVAILABLE IN THE DISTRICT OF
COLG:BIA FOR QUEGTICNISG BY TAE GRAND JURY'S REP- ,,
KZSENTATIVS BEFORE A NOTARY PUBLIC AND WOULD ARSWER
QUSSTICKS AS TO ANY FACTS IN THEIR POSSESSICN CONe
CETNING TEZ mxsmamzwoxmmc I¥ ANY

i bl <A B . it AL s, it

VEIICLES RENTED BY THE CEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE., ST -

.




